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NOTES ON THE MAN POWER AND FIGHTING 
STRENGTH OF GERMANY : 

1st AUGUST - 1st NOVEMBER, 1914. 

TOTAL &I AN-POWER. 

THE total man-power of Germany, according to General Buat,’ in 
-4ugust, 1914, was as follows :- 

Active Army ... ... ... ... 870,0(33 
Reserve Army ... ... ... ... I,Iso,OOo 
Landwehr (1,st Ban.) ... ... ... 970,000 
Landwehr (2nd Ban.) ... ... ... I,owofJo 
Ersatz Reserve WIOOo 
Landsturm (1st Ban.) ... ... ... 3 , I ~ I -  
Landsturm (2nd Ban.) ... ... ... 2 , ~ , O O o  

... ... ... ... 

10,020,ooo 

Of these ten million, six million were trained, while the remaining four 
million were more or less untrained but fit enough to go through a 
course of training (i.e., the Ersatz Reserve, and the 1st Ban of 
Landsturm and part of the 2nd Ban). 

FIGHTING STRENGTH, ISTH AUGUST, 1914. 
An officer of the 2nd Bureau (1ntelligence)z estimates that there 

were on the Western Front on the 18th of August, 1914, 1,500,000 
combatant troops. 

LOSSES. 
The German losses were very heavy on the Western Front in 

August and the early half of September. 
General Baumgarten-Crusius 3 estimates that an average German 

corps, taking all seven armies into consideration, numbered 15,000 
rifles instead of its mobilized strength of 27,000. 

General Biilow’ and other military writers and records bear out 
this estimate. 

On this basis the thirty-three5 active and reserve corps on the 
Western Front in mid-September, 1914, would have an approximate 

1 L’arm6e allemande pendant la guerre, 1914-191s. General Buat. p. 7. 
2 L’armBe allemande pendant la guerre, IgI+rgxS. By M. Camenn d’Almeida. 
3 Die Marneschlacht. General Baumgarten-Crusius. 
4 hiein Bericht zur Marneschlacht. General Biilow. 
5 Thirty-five less two to East Prussia. 
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MOTES ON N A N  POWER AND-FIGHTING STRENGTH OF GERMANY 149 

fighting strength of 4S0,ooo instead of goo,ooo, which they had six 
weeks previously. The losses had been so great in those first weeks. 
that they were not easily made good, the depots being unable to fill 
the great gaps that had been made in their fighting corps immediately. 
For this reason men of the 2nd Ban of Landwehr and those intended 
for the Ersatz divisions had to be sent to reinforce the active and 
reserve corps in the front line, “ much to the disapproval of many of 
them.” 

The difficulty and delay in restoring the railway communications 
in Belgium and Northern France also hindered the immediate reinforce- 
ment of the fighting corps. 

No reinforcements arrived from the German regimental depots till 
the latter half of September. Thus the Guard Corps (Second Army) 
received its first draft of reinforcements on the 21st September, the 
IXth Corps (First Army) its first draft on the 27th September. 

LANDSTURM. 
The 2nd Ban of the Landsturm was called up in the frontiefi 

districts on the declaration of “ Zustand der drohenden Kriegsgefahr ” 
(31st July, 1914). I t  became a general order throughout the German 
Empire on the 15th August, 1914, applying to all infantry, cavalry, 
artillery and engineers. 

Part of the 1st Ban of the Landsturm (17-20 years of age) was also 
called up1 in the frontier districts, in addition to men of Alsatian and 
Polish nationality, in the early days of August. These were chiefly 
used as “ Armierungs-Bataillone ” working in the fortified areas about 
Metz, Strasbourg, Mainz and in East Prussia. 

Landsturm units were hurriedly mobilized and sent into France 
and Belgium to guard the lines of communication, and thereby enabled 
Landwehr troops to be sent into the front line-work for which they 
were not intended. 

Thus the 10th and 11th Landwehr Brigades fought on the Ourcq 
and the 25th Landwehr Brigade on the Vesle and the Aisne. General 
von Kluck writes2: “On the 22nd August (1914) Supreme Command 
placed twenty battalions and four squadrons of Landsturm troops at 
the disposal of the First Army, and on the same day they were handed 
over to the Commander of the Lines of Communication to be used 
between Aix la Chapelle and the front.” 

ERSATZ RESERVE. 
The Ersatz Reserve formations in the frontier districts were called’ 

up on the 3rd August. The order became general throughout Germany 

1The calling-up of the 1st Ban of Landsturn throughout Germany began in 
January, 1915, except for the two oldest classes (i.e., 35 to 39 years of age), which 
were not called till May, 1915. Owing to the great losses suffered on both Western 
and Eastern Fronts in the spring of 1915, these men were given a very rapid and 
insufficient training. Those, for example, called up in May were sent to the front 
in July. 

2 The March on Paris. Generaloberst von Kluck. (EngIish transration, p. 9.) 
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150 NOTES ON MAN POWER AND FIGHTING STRENGTH OF GERMANY 

on the 7th August. All twelve classes of the Ersatz Reserve were 
called up between August, 1914, and February, 1915, totalling some 
goo,ooo men. 

In addition to the arrival of the Landsturm troops, six Ersatz 
Divisions reinforced the Sixth Army (two from the Sixth to Fifth Army 
on 27th August) in the middle of August.’ 

1914 CLASS AXD VOLUNTEERS. 

It is estimated that 300,000 volunteers joined the depots in 

Many of these volunteers belonged to the 1914, 1g15,2 and I ~ I G  
c la~ses .~  They included students from the universities and secondary 
schools, professional men, and others of all trades, etc. By volunteer- 
ing at once they were able to choose their arm of the service and 
regiment, whereas if they waited to be called up in their own class 
this was generally not admissible. The depots were so filled with 
these volunteers, and all the instructors so fully employed, that the 
1914 class, due to be called up, was not actually summoned till between 
November, 1914, and January, 1915, in various batches. 

The whole of the 1916 class was absorbed into the fighting ranks 
as an immediate result of the battles at Verdun and on the Somme. 
Of the new units formed in July, 1916, quite half were made up of the 
1917 class, which was called up in March, 1916. A few individual calls 
on this class were made in October, 1914. The 1914 class when called 
up represented a total of 400,000 to 450,000 men, which it was hoped 
would be ready for the field before the end of the winter 1914-191 j. 

-Allgust, 1914. 

LANDWEHR. 
Of the Landwehr many of the 1st Ban were utilized in completing 

the Ersatz-Reserve formations, the remainder united with the 2nd Ban 
in forming the Landwehr units that were placed on a war footing at 
the outbreak of war. They were formed from the 6th August onwards, 
except certain formations destined for Rletz and Strasbourg and for the 
Eastern frontiers, Konigsberg, Posen, and Breslau, which were formed 
on the and-3rd August, As a general rule they followed the Reserve 
Corps of their district to the same concentration area. (The Reserve 
Corps followed two days or so after the Active Corps, the Landwehr 
Brigades four to five days after the Reserve Corps, by the same rail- 
ways.) By the 8th August, 1914, all the Landwehr troops had been 
incorporated into their units. 

1 See Forster’s “ Schlieffen,” pages 35 and 36. 
2 T h e  calling-up of the 1915 class was begun early in hilay, 1915, and by the 

middle of July almost all the recruits of this class had been incorporated. 
3The  calling-up of the 1016 class was begun in September, rgrg, and concluded 

a t  the end of November. This class was thus called up thirteen months before its 
time. It  was to form the reserve for the great offensive (against Verdun), which 
it was hoped was to bring peace in the following year. 
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NOTES ON MAN POWER AND FIGHTING STRENGTH OF GERMANY 151 

NEW FORMATIONS. 
Of the 300,000 volunteers who had been admitted to the depots in 

August, 1914, 200,000 were formed into six Reserve Corps (XXIInd 
to XXVIIth), of which four (XXIInd, XXIIIrd, XSVIth, and 
XSVIIth) were sent to Belgium, arriving on the rgth-~gth October, 
1914, for the advance on Calais and the coast. This represented a 
reinforcement of 140,000 men. The XXVth Reserve Corps was sent 
to East Prussia and the XXIVth to the Western Front, one division 
(47th Reserve) to the ?Voevre opposite Verdun, and the other (48th 
Reserve) to west of Lille. 

FIGHTING STRENGTH IST NOVEMBER, 1914. 
General Buat gives the following estimate of the Gernian divisions 

on both fronts on the 1st November, 1914:- 
Divisions Westertr Froroll t .  Easfcrn F r o M t .  
Active ... ... ... 42 ... ... 8 
Marine ... ... ... 2 ... ... 

... ... ... ... 7 Reserve 35 .-- 
Ersatz ... ... ... 7 ... ... 8 
Landwehr 20 9 ... ... ... ... ... 

I 0 6  32 

A total of 138 divisions or approximately 1,800,000 men. 

STRENGTH OF GERMAN ARMIES IN AUGUST, 1914. 
Capitaine Kuntz, in an article in the Revue Militaire GCnCrale for 

January, 1920, entitled “ StratCgie et Operations dans l’Est,” gives the 
strength of the German Armies as follows:- 

... ... ... ... First Army .-. 250,000 
Second Army ... .I. *.. ... 250,000 
Third Army ... ... ... ... I301000 
Fourth Army ... ... ... ..- 2oo,oO0 
Fifth Army ... ... ... ... ... 220,000 
Sixth Army .:. ... ... ... ... 200,000 

Eighth (Upper Alsace) ... ... ... j0 ,OOO 
Seventh Army ... ... -.. ... 140,coo 

An entirely independent calculation, made some months ago, put 
it at 1,48j,000. 
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